HORNDON VILLAGE COMMUNITY FORUM 

Minutes of General Meeting

Held at The Woolmarket, High Road, Horndon-on-the-Hill
at 8pm on Monday September 15th 2008

Those attending : see attached list

(1) Apologies: 
Alan & Pat Pollington

(2)  Minutes

· Minutes of the meeting held on the 14th April 2008 were read and agreed following a proposal by Mike Tarbard, seconded by Dave Gray.

(3)  Matters arising

· Speed Sign. The sign was destroyed by a vehicle, which crashed into it in June. Kevin O’Keeffe informed the meeting that he had been in touch with the council and delivered the damaged sign to them. The council are currently in discussion with the makers to see if the sign can be repaired or should be replaced. It is hoped that the cost will be charged to the insurance of the vehicle owner.

Peter Belsham agreed to approach the council with an idea to take the hedge on the bend approaching the recreation ground, from Orsett, back to improve driver’s line of sight and the effective distance that the speed sign would operate over. Peter had agreed to write to the council and report back to the next meeting but in his absence no update was available.

(4) Chairman’s Report

· The chairman (Kim) advised of the funding applications made and the allocation of funds made and pending.  Details in the funding section below.

(5) Secretary’s report

· Nothing to report

(6)  Treasurer’s report

· The Treasurer detailed the current bank account situation and answered queries relating to the account the Forum uses to hold funds.

· An accounts sheet is available from the Treasurer or the Secretary on request.

· Speed sign. No request for the funding of the speed sign has been received from the council. There would seem to be some confusion as to whether the sign put in place on Orsett road was part of a council project or the one requested by the Forum. Wendy Mayo offered to check the position with the council on our behalf.

(7) High road Update.

· Kevin advised that a meeting with the council regarding the parking problems on the high road would be taking place with interested parties and the council in the next few weeks.

(8) Police


· School speed watch. No uptake from the village school, which was seen as disappointing.

· PC Nick Luff gave details of local incidents including a spate of opportunist burglaries in the village through the summer. Residents are urged to ensure doors and windows are secure and to be vigilant.

· Local police engagement days.

Crime prevention and community safety day at The Whitmore Hall Orsett  

20th Sept 10-4pm

Mobile police stn, Orsett cricket club, 23rd Sept 2-5pm.

(9)  Community Speed Watch

· PC Nick Luff advised this project had fallen foul of local resident opposition in the borough.

(10) Funding

· Applicants that where passed previously by the council and this Forum have been funded from the 2007/8 budget are

Horndon Society.


Repair of Play area fencing at recreation ground 


£2369.05



Provision of dedicated pedestrian access to 



Recreation ground. Funding for path.




£2630.00

Gardeners Club. 


Village enhancement project. Planting and regeneration 

£598.95

Village Hall 

Committee.


Christmas lights for the High St.  




£500.00

Woolmarket Ladies.


Funding towards the Senior Citizens spring party.  


£300.00

From the 2008/9 budget

Horndon Scouts


Refurbishment of Scout hut. 





£3000

The utilisation of the monies allocated to admin was discussed and it was agreed that this should be utilised for advertising the Forum and the work it had done in the village. Wendy mayo agreed to help put together some posters and leaflets on our behalf.

Signs would be sort to be mounted on the projects completed.

The new application criteria was reviewed and discussed.

(10)  
Allocation of Funds/Applications for Funding

· No further applications have been received
· We await invoices from the council for the installation of the speed sign on Orsett road.

(12) Road safety.  

· Bernadette Wakeling asked if the Forum could approach the council to review road safety on the A128, namely at the junction with Orsett rd where signs are confusing as it says give way from all directions. Further the access to the Orsett boot fair and the new football ground adjacent to the Orsett Cock roundabout. Kevin O’Keeffe agreed to speak to Julie Nelder about this at the meeting in the village in the coming weeks.

(13) Planning Applications

· Kevin O’Keeffe informed the meeting about a planning application on the east side of Oxford road, which had caused some concern at a recent Horndon Society meeting. Details are available on the council planning website. The Horndon society is forwarding a letter raising concerns on the application.

(14) Village Enhancement.

· The forum congratulated the Gardeners club on their work in the village over the year to enhance the village by planting in public areas.

(15) AOB

· PC Nick Luff informed the meeting the ambulance service raised £300 at the village feast and fayre and passed on its thanks to the village and the feast and fayre organisers.


Nick is a member of our local ambulance 1st response team that covers the village and advised that further volunteers would be welcomed.

· The chairman advised that the meeting planned for the 20th October has been cancelled and that the Forum AGM would be held on November the 17th at the Woolmarket in its place.

· Wendy Mayo gave an overview of the role of NGAGE, the council new code of conduct for forum meetings and provided the forum with a graffiti kit.

They’re being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.40pm.

Next meeting - Date to be confirmed.
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